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fter he challenged Bob Backlund for his 

WWE Championship in the early 1980s, 

“Playboy” Buddy Rose returned to the 
dressing room to find an exuberant Ernie Roth, 
a.k.a. the Grand Wizard of Wrestling. “You made 
it," Roses turban-clad manager said. "Yoy main- 
evented at Madison Square Garden." 

"| don't care if its 20,000 people or 100 
people," Rose says. "I just want to get in there, 
and give the fans something to remember.” 

A quart ntury later, its safe to say that 
Rose accomplished his goal. Like the Iron Sheik 
and, to a certain extent, Adrian Adonis during 
his "Adorable Adrian" phase, the rotund Rose is 
a cult figure whose name usually induces a smile 
in those who saw him in his prime. 

Thats when Rose would demand that ring 
announcers list his weight at “a slim, trim 217,” 
even as fans shouted "Beached Whale" and "Fat 
Boy.” Rose, a magnificent athlete, was privately: 
amused by the taunts as he did one-handed 
pushups and kip-ups in the ring at 340 pounds. 

Rose trained in 1973 under the autocratic 
watch of AWA head Verne Gagne and Billy 
Robinson in a special camp that included Sgt. 
Slaughter and former Olympian Chris Taylor. 

“For five days a week for three months, we'd 
start the day doing 500 squats, 500 sit-ups, 500 
pushups, and 15 minutes of bridges," Rose 
says. "It was torture, but for the rest of my 
career, | got respect." 

In 1976, he moved to the Pacific Northwest— 














































where he still resides—where he formed lifelong 
friendships with personalities such as Ed (Colonel 
DeBeers) Wiskoski and "Rowdy" Roddy Piper. 

By 1982, he was in WWE, where he wrestled 
Backlund, Pedro Morales and Jimmy "Superfly" 
Snuka, while still maintaining a presence in pro- 
moter Don Owens' Portland-based territory. 

One of his proudest achievements was chal- 
lenging Backlund for his WWE Championship 
one night, and "Nature Boy" Ric Flair for his 
NWA Championship in Portland the next. 

In the AWA, Rose and *Pretty Boy" Doug 
Somers engaged in a bloody rivalry with a pair'of 
youngsters then known as The Midnight Rockers. 
"Marty Jannetty and Shawn Michaels were excel- 
lent," Rose says. "Shawn was just 21, and when 
he got in the ring, he could do. anything. When 
we weren't fighting each other, he'd knock on my. 
door and ask to watch my wrestling tapes. He 
wanted to learn attention to detail." 

Today, Rose tries to instill that type of passion 
in his 30-plus students at the Washington wres- 
tling school he co-owns with Wiskoski. 

"There's а lot that I'm proud of," he sayse 
"| went 30 years in the ring without a scratch’ 
Not literally, but never had a major injury. And 
| never hurt anybody to the point that they 
missed their bookings. That alone is an unblem- 
ished record. | wonder how many others could 
say the same thing." 


— Keith Elliot Greenberg 
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Dear Editor, 
I received my Holiday issue of Raw 
Magazine in the mail yesterday. 1 
was excited to see John Cena on the 
cover of the magazine. But what I 
wasn't so excited about was the fact 
that this month there is yet another 
article (“Never Back Down”) about 
how long his reign will last. Why 
can't people just get over the facts 
and deal with the truth? John Cena is 
here to stay! Keep the Cena articles 
coming. 
Kyle Robinson 
Via e-mail 


Dear Editor, 
Thank you for the exciting story on 
John Cena. I was so happy to see him 
on the cover. He represents a true 
champ. I hope his reign as champ will 
continue for many, many months and 
years to come, 
Davina N. 
Cleveland, OH 





artwork and photos to: 
Е. Main Street, Stamf 


Dear Editor, 


Raw Magazine. John Cena has held 
the title for so long, and it’s about 
time that Raw Magazine gave him 
the spotlight he really deserves. I 
know that I’m not the only fan 
who appreciates seeing him on the 
cover. I look forward to seeing him 
on the cover of many more Raw 
magazines! 

Caprice Hollis 
Via e-mail 
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I really liked your Holiday issue of 
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Dear Editor, 
Kurt Angle needs to realize that his 
days on top are over! There's a new 
champ in town and his name is John 
Cena. Angle can't hold a candle to 
Cena, and there's no way he'll ever take 
the WWE Championship from him! 
Jon Ayres 
Pearl River, NY 








Dear Editor, 

l was so happy to see 
Stephanie McMahon in “The 
Finisher’ in the Holiday 
issue of Raw Magazine! 
She's an amazingly talented 
and gorgeous woman who 
always knows how to put on 
a great show. It was great to 
see her back on TV finally, 
too. But what Pd love to 
see in Raw Magazine is 
more articles and picture: 
of her in upcoming issues. 
"Thanks! 











Emily Wilson 
Medford, MA 








ANGLE 
Dear Editor, 

I loved the article on Kurt 
Angle ("Angle Rising," 
Holiday Raw). He is not 
only the true American hero. 
He is also the greatest wres- 
tler there is. I would love to 
see more of him on Raw and 
in Raw Magazine. 1 hope he 
knocks John Cena's lights 
out. Kurt deserves to be the 
WWE Champion more than 
Cena does. 


“2 




















Megan 





Pittsburgh, PA 
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DVD available February 21. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 


8 11 


BIG SHOWS а Dothan, AL 
Birthday > 7:30 p.m 
7445 рт 


18 


VISCERAS Uniondale, NY 
Birthday 7:30 рат 


19 20 21 25 


Poughkeepsie, NY Ill Tienten, NU CARLITOS Manila, Philippines Manila, Philippines 
5:00 p.m. Raw Birthday 
7:45 p.m. RIC FLAIR's 
Birthday 


27 


Washington, DC 
SuperShow 
6:45 рт 
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CLASSICS 


THIS MONTH 
IN HISTORY: 


2/5/1988: Andre the Giant defeats 
Hulk Hogan in controversial fashion in 
Indianapolis, Indiana to win the WWE 
Championship. Andre would hold the 
title for all of two minutes, before 
deciding to sell it to “The Million-Dollar 
Man” Ted DiBiase. In reaction, WWE 
President Jack Tunney soon vacated the 
title, and ruled that a tournament would 
be held to crown a new champion at 
WrestleMania IV. 


2/7/1984: The Dynamite Kid pins The 
Cobra in Tokyo, Japan to win a tour- 
nament for the WWE World Junior 
Heavyweight Championship. He defeats 
his own tag-team partner, Davey Boy 
Smith, in the semifinals. 


2/14/2005: Big Show makes his 
volcanic WWE debut, throwing Stone 
Cold Steve Austin through a steel cage 
at St, Valentine's Day Massacre. 


2/15/2004: Eddie Guerrero defeats 
Brock Lesnar to win his first and only 
WWE Championship at No Way Out. 


2/18/1985: WWE's The War to Settle 
the Score is broadcast live on MTV. 
Appearances were made by Mr. T and 
Cyndi Lauper. Hulk Hogan & "Rowdy" 
Roddy Piper wrestled to a disqualifi 
cation in the main event. Leilani Kai 
defeated Wendi Richter to become the 
third-ever WWE Women's Champion. 


2/18/1992: Kerry Von Erich commits 
suicide at the age of 33. 


2/19/1968: Bruno Sammartino defeats 
Bull Ramos in the first main event to 


: Gory Guerrero, father of 
Eddie, Hector, Mondo and Chavo. Sr., 
defeats Tarzan Lopez to win the NWA 
World Middleweight Championship in 
Mexico City. 


2/24/1999: Paul Heyman's Extreme 
Championship Wrestling (ECW) 
invades Monday Night Raw. Heyman 
himself provides commentary for the 
event, while wrestlers such as Tazz, 
Sabu and Tommy Dreamer appear in 
and out of the ring. 


FEBRUARY 19, 

After 15 years of hosting WWE events, the “old” Madison Square 
Garden was closed in 1967 and replaced with a glittering new 
structure on 7th Avenue and 33% Street in Manhattan. To christen 
the new building, Vincent J. McMahon brought WWE to the brand 
new arena for the first time on February 19, 1968. Topping the card 
was WWE Champion Bruno Sammartino, who competed in count- 
less main events at the old Garden, and would headline at the 
new building many times as well. His opponent was the tough Bull 
Ramos, whom he handily dispatched. Also appearing on the show 
was the legendary Edouard Carpentier and The Original Sheik, 
as well as WWE mainstays Victor Rivera, Prof. Tanaka, Dominic 
Denucci and Miguel Perez, and midget sensations Little Beaver and 


BRUAR' 


К was a Cinderella story if ever 
there was one. Eddie Guerrero, 
a longtime veteran and stand- 
out competitor who had fallen 
on hard times in the earlier 
part of the decade, was given 
a second chance in WWE and 
made the most of it. In 2004, 
Eddie was on the greatest roll 
of his career, and earned a title 
shot against WWE Champion 
Brock Lesnar at No Way Out. 
The much larger and stron- 
ger Lesnar did not take 

his challenger seriously. 
He taunted Eddie both 
in the weeks prior to 
the match, and during 
the match itself. But 
Guerrero showed Lesnar 
the error of his ways, as 
he rallied to earn the 
victory and claim the 
WWE Championship. 


$ 


\ 
J4 It was the pinnacle of 


е Eddie's distinguished 
career. № 
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LOADED QUESTIONS wr.. 





ASHLEY 


Ashley made it through the Raw Diva Search with flying colors. 
She survived having her cell phone number plastered across 
national television. In recent months, she’s even been able to 
hold her own against some of the toughest 

Divas Raw has to offer. Now #5 time 

to see if Raw's resident free spirit can 

hold up under the scrutiny of our 

Loaded Questions. 












When was the most еті jarrassing 
moment of your life? 

| was working at the Cannes 
Film Festival for the movie pre- 
miere of Lilo & Stitch. It was a 
Disney movie that was Hawaiian- 
themed, so we were wearing 
these luau skirts that were made. 
of straw. | was hanging out at one 
of the tables having a cocktail 
with my girlfriends and | must 
have been too close to the 

tiki torches, because my skirt 
went up in flames! Everyone 
in the party just freaked 
out, the music stopped 

and everyone started 

screaming "Oh my God, 
that girl's on fire!" | had to к 
rip the skirt off and all | had ГА 


оп was thong underwear, so I'm | 
standing in the middle of this | 
black-tie event in my thong! A Pa | 


That was pretty mortifying. p 0 








If you had to live in a time 
period other than today, 
when would it be? 

| love the 1950s. I'm 
obsessed with ‘50s pop 
culture. | love the way Я 
they dressed, the way 
they acted, | love the 
music. My dad listened ме 
to a lot of the music, so A 
it always makes me think of \ 
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‘fFvery day is 
a new day, and 
there's so much 
I haven't done 
hefore.?? 







that. And Grease is one of 
my favorite movies! | try to 
combine some of the way 
that | dress with ‘50s stuff 
if | can find it. If there were 
any other decade | could 
have grown up in, it would 
definitely be the ‘50s, 








What is your favorite place 









that you've traveled to? 
I love Hawaii. № sounds | 
so cliché to say it, but | 
out of everywhere I've 

\, been, Hawaii is the cool- 
est spot. You can surf, 
hang out on the beach, 
great nightlife—its just 
perfect, 





The world will end in one hour 
How will you spend it? 
| would probably run around and 
try to do the crazy things I'd 
never have done otherwise. I'd 
bring my family and friends with 
me on this whole big adventure 
and do something crazy like sky- 
diving. 


What one word best describes z 
your life? 

Exciting. Every day is a new day, 

and there's so much | haven't 

done before. And it just gets 

better and better. | 
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* Meet WWE's newest power couple: 







* Our pre-Royal Rumble issue. What's in 





store at the event that carves a path to Booker T & Sharmell. 4 
Vesta Rs * Survival of the fittest: Who won, who lost 
• Life on the road can be just as hard as life at the 19th annual Survivor Series. 
ОА Superstars; + SmackDown bids farewell to Eddie 
* Catch a sneak peek at our upcoming Divas Guerrero with an excerpt from his book. 
lingerie special. 
Get both and Call Toll-Free: 


SAVE 76% 1-800-244-9279 


One Year of SmackDown! = 
& One Year of Raw for or order online at | 


Only $29.97* WWE.com 
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November 4, 2005: On top of a 
bus in New York City, Ashley gets 
made up in preparation for her 
Divas 2006 photo shoot. 


14 february 2006 RAW MAGAZINE 

















































Н. MAKE СНЕС 
A PIECE OF PAPER AND S 
URN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 

+ ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RE 

+ INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 

(ADD $40.00 S/H PER TOTAL ORDER) 





= 


aw "Spinning" Championship B 


elt 


Ultra-Deluxe Replica 
(WWEUDB17) $499.00 


Adult-Size Replica 





Nameplates 
Avaliable 
В 


[Center Plate Spins ¡coo 





(WWEB17) $249.00 
Kid-Size Replica 
(WWEBK17) $119.00 








Adult-Size Replica Deluxe Replica Kid-Size. Mini Rey 
(ЧЕЗ 33000 (WIEDER?) $499.00 (WWERKZT) $199.00 (WWEMINIZT) 





ica 
$65.00 








John Cena® Word Life™ United States 





Adult-Size Replica Deluxe Replica, Kid: 
(ЕВ) $290.00 (WWEDB2: 


Championship Belt 


Size, Mini Replica 
$399.00 (WWEBK25) $149.00 (WWEMINI25) $60.00 





| COMPANY. NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER Î WI 
ALONG WITH PAYMENT, 30 DAY 







World Heavyweight Championship Belt 


World Tag Team Championship Belt 


15329152 amp Temp] 


LL MAJOR CRED- 
FIGURES TOY 






68 PAGE FULL-COLOR 
STLING CATALOG: 
END $2.00 FOR A COPY 
United States Shipping: 
($1.00 to $49.99 add $7.00) 00 to $99.99 add $9.00) 
($100.00 to $199.99 add $13.00) ($200.00 & over add $17.00) 





meplates 








Deluxe Replica 
(WWEDB17) $399.00 
Mini Replica 

(WWEMINI17) $35.00 


Tag Team Championship Belt 















Nameplates Avaliable 








Mricane "Booker T 


Blonk + Willem Regal". Chris Jericho = Christion 
и: | 





Nameplates Ане: Blank.» Edge 
Kane. hee Berat "Лам Cra 
y Mysterio 











 Adult-Size Replica. 
(WWEB16) $249.00 








(WWEDBSt 














Deluxe Replica 
(WWEDB16) $399.00 (WWEB13) $249.00 





Kia size Replica Mint Replied Катю Replica Tini Replica 
СМАКИ Тор (ИЛЕ ММБ) 53500 (WWEBKIS} ооо (WWEMINH3) $35.00 
[adui Sizo Replica wih 
век strap (WWEB30) Intercontinental Belt 
Уб Winged Eagle — [blue strap (AWVEB30E) CTE 
World Champion [526920 each 


Deluxe Ropica 
) $399.00 | bloc 

Rlavsize Replica 

WWEBK30} $110.00 

ini Replica 

(WWENINIO) $35.00 

Min Replica (oe sirap) 

AWEHINGUD) 80.00 





Adult-Size Replica Deluxe Replica. 


(WWEDB13) $399.00. 





‘Adult-Size Replica with: Kid-Size Replica 
rap (WWEB31) (WWEBK31) $119.00. 
white strap (WWEB31W) Min! Replica 
Yellow strap (WWEBS1Y) (WWEMINI31) $35.00 
Blue strap (WWEB31B) Mini Replica (blue strap) 
'$269,00 each (WWEHINISIB) $35.00 
Deluxe Replica Mini lepica(ytow stra 
(WWEDB31) 5309.00 (WWENINIS1Y) $35.00 

















Version 2 








Championship Belt 






L ЕЕ 
Championship Bet | Suure nephew ^ 


(WWEDB32) $399.00 
Er fii Ropica 


1985-1998 World Tag Team Belt 


sei Суга, 









































































































a (Wwenini32) 535.00 || AdultSize Bolt Replica $299.00 (WWEB33) 
yak Atude Edition "dul-Size Replica || Adult-Size Replica ~ Heavyweight 
World Champion aan 5249.00 (ECWB1) $225.00 Champion 
- ошко Replica. Deluxe Replica 
(WWEDB20) $399.00 || (ECWDB1) 5399.00 
рв E EA 
Nameplates Available | (WwEBK20]s11900 | КВК) Воо 
Adult-Size Replica Deluxe Replica EID (ане Smokin” Skull ‘Adult-Size Repll ү 
(WWEB12) 5269.00 (WWEDB12) $399.00 Peon Tip Rock Champion | (WWEBS) 8240.00 | CECWMINI) $98.00 
Ultra-Deluxe Replica Kid-Size Replica ‘Sohn Cena ‘Blork с EEE = Television) 
(WWEUDB12) $499.00 (WWEKB12) $119.00 280) [PED | pose Replica eure Ronit р! 
i Intercontinental Championship Belt ыы o leo | еде 
United States Championship Belt Intercontinen! iampionship Bel inde Ear | ausire пенка (paar) ano Ex BJ 
GN HUMUM || Ke Rep» 
3T T. 3) | Deluxe Replica [Adult-Size Replica | EGW. Tag Team | 
A ee стан 
mr ‘Attitude Edition World) AdultSire Replica — | ec WOES oss 
pies ИШЕТҮ (used 
Adult-Size Replica. Deluxe Replica. (e Replica Lees ege 
И e К oso ESTA 
(WWEBKI9} $119.00  (WWEMINIS)Sas.oo  (WWEBICI8) 511000 (WWEMINIID) 535.00 riser ет EE Tag Tean 
$$ Million Dollar Belt $$ Undisputed Championship Belt Heavywelght lampionship Belts 
y [Version] Cial EHEN) Entero (REVE 





Deluxe Replica ОВ) $399.00 


Adult-Sizo Replica йа $249.00 
Mini Replica — (WWEMINIS) $35.00 


Adult-Size Belt Replica $399.00 (WWEDB33) 














Personalized Replica Belt Nameplates, йай Sit and Kia Se 9 
ROBERT JOHNSON] ро О 





For all Adult Size, Deluxe 
Replica Belts that have 


and size 
тө nameplates for 








"he Rock © Ori Jerka Ber T < Re Fr 
Sho Ие Kr Angle Тера Ben 





ned States (NOWOBS) 
Tag Team СНОВ) 

Word Heavyweight [WCNDB 
Word Television (WOWDBS) 


United States CWE) 
Tog Team (WWE) 

Word Heavyweight wewe) 
‘World Television (WEWES) 
Hardcore (WWE) 
MiniReplica 3500 
Cruisenveight (NON) 
United States (ИСИМ) 
Tag Team (ИСИН) 

Word Heavyweight (WCWMINN)I 


World Heavyweight Ultra Deluxe (NCWUDBI) $490.00 


Kid-Size Replica s119.00 
Cruiserweight (WEEK) 























a 


Championship 
1991-93 Era Belt 











Mini-Champions 


Championship Replica Belts 
Aeiltézs and Kid alze exact-scale replicas are made | The min-rplica belts are made trom the same material as the 
a simulated leather Fach medion s made of metal 
"andi omm thick he adult rep 
‘upton tench walst and the Kid too 
replica it up а inch wala 


‘be used as a wristband ог or desktop display 


Iuliae replica bolta. Mini-replcas are 12 inches long, and can || leather. АП med: 


Deluxe Bell 


All deluxe belts are full-size. Straps are made of genuine 


Each deluxe belt fits up to a 46-inch waist. 





Classic Heavyweight 






ions are made of metal that is 2mm thick. | 











AdultSize Replica 
(WCWBO) $269.00 








es and logos cited 















A р ш 


14 
у 
7~. By Keith Elliot Greenberg 


å De rn. 








Backstage at Raw, Chavo gets 
geared up for another night in 
the ring. At right, as he looks 
at himself in the mirror, Chavo 
takes a moment to reflect on the 
legacy he is a part of. 


WEEK BEFORE EDDIE 
Guerrero’s death, 
his nephew, Chavo, 
appeared in front of a 
WWE crowd, smirking, 
his bleached hair con- 

trasting with his olive skin. At the time, 

the young Guerrero was downplaying his 

Mexican heritage, as well as his connec- 

tion to his fabled wrestling family—a 

path not uncommon for a youthful war- 
rior hoping to forge his own identity. 

But, in his soul, he was a Guerrero. It was 

evident in the way he bolted out of the 

corner at the sound of the bell, seam- 


lessly transitioned from one maneuver 
to the next, and used a combination of 
brainpower and trickery to always keep 
his foes guessing. 

The fans didn’t like this version of 
Chavo Guerrero, and they showed it. 
As soon as the Superstar’s music hit, 
spectators rose from their chairs, pelt- 
ing the former Cruiserweight and WWE 
Tag Team champion with jeers. 

Then, tragedy struck, and both Chavo 
and the fans changed together. 

“They went from hating me one day 
to chanting, ‘Chavo! Chavo! Chavo!’ 
the next,” says Chavo, a transformed, 
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Chavo proudly carries on the Guerrero name, taking on opponents like JBL and Rob Conway with the same 
intensity and high-risk style that has made his family renowned throughout the world. 
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introspective man bearing little resem- 
blance to Kerwin White, the name he'd 
bestowed on himself when he sauntered 
to the ring in khakis and golf shirts. 
“They were also chanting, ‘Eddie! 
Eddie!’ They were honoring my family, 
and I felt the responsibility to honor 
the Guerrero name, too. 

“I think what really united us was 
that we were all mourning someone we 
loved.” 

Chavo's still mourning. While the 
intensity of the bereavement may lessen, 
the pain will never go away. But now, it’s 
still fresh, and Chavo finds himself hav- 
ing to collect himself at the most inop- 
portune moments, On a plane recently, 
Chavo opened up Eddie's final gift to his 
followers, his posthumously published 
autobiography, Cheating Death, Stealing 
Life: The Eddie Guerrero Story. As his eyes 
scanned over the words, Chavo could 
hear his uncle's voice speaking to him. 

“1 almost broke down on the plane,” 
he says, growing misty-eyed at the 
memory. 

There are those mornings when 
Chavo rises from a sound slumber, and 
briefly forgets that his uncle's no longer 
headlining pay-per-views. 

“It's still a dream,” Chavo says. 
“It feels like it hasn't happened. It’s 
like he's on SmackDown, and I'm on 
Raw, and I'll see him backstage at 
WrestleMania.” 

And there are also nights when 
Chavo puts down his bag in the dress- 
ing room, and suddenly feels hesitant. 
“Sometimes, it's hard to go out there,” 
he says. “The torch has been passed, 
but am I ready? I have to be. There are 
too many people depending on me. I 
can’t let Eddie’s death be in vain. 

“Look, I'm a Guerrero. We lie, we 
cheat, we steal. But, now, I’m doing it 
for the fans. In a way, it feels like we're 
doing it together.” 





Chavo takes a moment to offer 
tribute to his uncle and pay respect 
to the family name. 


Eddie liked to joke that he was his 
parents’ last mistake, and Chavo was 
his parents’ first. It was a way of making 
sense of how uncle and nephew were so 
close in age. But, beyond the laughs 
was a joy over the fact that the two had 
each other. 

“1 guess two wrongs make a right,” 
Chavo says. “I was the little brother he 
never had, and he was the big brother 





Inever had.” 

Like the rest of the Guerreros, Chavo 
revered the patriarch of the family, 
Gory Guerrero, a tag-team partner and 
Opponent of Mexican icon El Santo, 
and a legend on both sides of the 
border. In the 1970s and ‘80s, Chavo's 
father, Chavo Guerrero, Sr.—aka “Chavo 
Classic"—became the most prominent 
member of the wrestling clan. Still, 
Chavo looked to Eddie. 

“He was different than my grand- 
father,” he says. “My grandfather's 
achievements took place in another 
time. Eddie was part of my generation. 
He was the one I measured myself 
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against, the one I always emulated.” 

The one he still emulates. 

Perhaps this is why Chavo feels so 
motivated to win a title. He's been a 
champion before, of course, but, today, 
there's a sense of urgency in his voice 
when he discusses the Intercontinental 
Championship. In his mind, the gold 
belongs around a Guerrero waist. 

He knows the goal is attainable. In 
fact, for all his distress about the fam- 
ily tragedy, he possesses a confidence 
that comes from feeling Eddie’s energy 
coursing through his body. 

On the SmackDown episode devoted 
to Eddie's memory, Chavo took on the 
man who dethroned his uncle for the 
WWE Championship, John “Bradshaw” 
Layfield. 

In interviews, JBL calls himself a 
“wrestling god.” While fans snort and 
jeer, his peers in the locker room know 
that he speaks an element of truth. 
JBL's battled Big Show, Undertaker, 
Kurt Angle, John Cena, Batista and 
Eddie and taken a piece of each home 
with him. 

But on this card, with his body 
weakened from grief, Chavo pinned his 
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As their hero points out into the arena, the fans show their unwavering support for Chavo. 








uncle's nemesis in the middle of the 
ring. 

"The spirit of Eddie was with me that 
night," Chavo says. "It was Eddie who 
won the match. It was all Eddie." 

Interestingly, Chavo attained the 
victory with a Frog Splash, a maneuver 
that Eddie began using to acknowl- 
edge the contributions of another titan 
who died tragically young: Art "Love 
Machine" Barr, the elder Guerrero's tag- 
team partner in Mexico. 

"It's not an imitation," Chavo says of 
the finisher, “It’s a tribute.” 

Either way, Chavo appears to be at 
the peak of his career, 

"I'm 10 years in the game,” he says. 
"I've wrestled just about every type of 
match against every type of opponent. 
And I've learned a lot from each of 
them.” 

As often occurs these days, the con- 
versation reverts back to Eddie Guerrero, 
an individual Chavo both loved and 
fought passionately. 

“He taught me dedication, leadership 
and patience—both in the ring, and in 
my life,” Chavo says. “No one will ever 
have that impact on me again.” Ш 















WRESTLEMANIA'S 
MOST MEMORABLE 
MOMENTS 


EIGHT SECONDS TO GLORY 

WrestleMania — March 31, 1985 
Madison Square Garden, New York, NY 
By Jeremy Brown It was a matchup between a six- 
2» fo ur, 400-pound behemoth 
DEM. A and “Philadelphia's Favorite Son." 
idea E Eng, Bootes The third match in the inaugural 
tled, bodies are bruised MAA pitted King Kong 
ampions crowned. But Bundy against 5.0. Jones. Fans, 
onc їн Hch expecting a titanic brawl between 
а Баа ma С the two, were stunned when 
beyond the boundaries ОС ИА 
ing championships and eight seconds, It was a moment 
9 S p P that asserted Bundy’s position as 

pinfalls and becomes WWE's reigning powerhouse. 
something else. These are the 
moments that divide a match between a contest for victory and a 
brutal, hard-edged battle for survival or а thunderous display of 
sheer Unbridled force. WrestleMania, the biggest stage WWE has 
to offer, Nas played host to many such moments Of aggression, 
and WrestleMania 22am Chicago is sure to be no different. As the 
big day looms ever closer, We look back at a few of the moments 


that have defined “Big Time” Aggression. 
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DOOM COMES TO WRESTLEMANIA 
WrestleMania VI— March 24, 1991 
Sports Arena, Los Angeles, CA 

They were the team everyone had been waiting for. A rough, brutal duo 
that had steamrolled their way through every territory they had set foot 
in, the Road Warriors were the fiercest tag team around. When they made 
their debut in WWE in August 1990 as the Legion of Doom, fans knew Hawk 
and Animal were 100 percent for real. At their first WrestleMania, everyone 
expected them to dominate, and they did not disappoint. In under one 
minute, Hawk and Animal destroyed Power & Glory and established them- 
selves as a force to be reckoned with. 
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CRUSH GETS CRUSHED 
WrestleMania X — March 3, 1994 
Madison Square, New York, NY 
Today, a Falls Count Anywhere 
match is a fairly common occur- 
rence, but in 1994 it had never 
been done before in WWE. The 
very nature of the match made it 
a special event, but Randy Savage аг 
and Crush turned it into some- 
thing closer to art. Spilling out 
of the ring, the two Superstars 
brutalized each other without 
mercy, At one point, Crush had to 
be revived by a pitcher of water 
to the face, courtesy of Mr. Fuji. 
In the end, Savage pulled out the 
win. It was his last WrestleMania 
performance and a fitting way to 
say goodbye. 
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BRAWLIN’ ON THE BACKLOT 

WrestleMania XII- March 31, 1996 

Arrowhead Pond, Anaheim, CA 

Nine years before WrestleMania 21 hit Tinseltown, WrestleMania 

went Hollywood in an entirely different way. Roddy Piper 
found himself at odds with Goldust and the two headed out 
to a back alley in Hollywood to settle the score. What followed 
was a weapon-heavy street fight that saw Piper being run 
over by a Cadillac and Goldust's outfit being torn off to reveal 
some rather strange bondage garb. 





BART GUNN GETS BEANED 

WrestleMania XV — March 28, 1999 

First Union Center, Philadelphia, PA 

Bart Gunn had proven that he was tough when he took out 

“Dr. Death” Steve Williams in a Brawl-For-All fight. But when 

he stepped into the ring with pro boxer Eric “Butterbean” 

Esch, it was a whole different story. The two men faced off 
and Butterbean clocked Gunn, dropping him to the mat in 

under 30 seconds, It was Butterbean's only WWE appearance, 
but one that shocked fans wouldn't soon forget. 
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STEPHANIE McMAHON 
MEETS THE PEOPLE’S ELBOW 
WrestleMania XVI— April 2, 2000 
Arrowhead Pond, Anaheim, CA 
At the end of a Fatal Four-Way 
match, The Rock was shocked 
when Mr. McMahon turned on him, 
nailing him with a steel chair and 
paving the way for Triple H to win 
the WWE Championship. Following 
the match, The Rock exacted his 
revenge on both Vince and Shane 
with a Rock Bottom before being 
slapped by Stephanie. Instantly, 
The Rock turned on her as well, 
delivering first a Rock Bottom 
and then a People’s Elbow. In 
the end, all three McMahons lay 
unconscious in the ring, victims 
of a rampaging Brahma Bull. 
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TRISH GETS SLAP-HAPPY 
WrestleMania Х-7 — April 1, 2001 
Astrodome, Houston, TX 
Мг. McMahon and his son Shane 
were out to settle their differences 
once and for all at WrestleMania. 
What they didn’t realize is how 
out-of-control the match would 
get. As a bloody street fight raged 
between father and son, Trish 
Stratus came out to the ring with 
a sedated Linda in tow. As Vince 
lay prone on the floor, it seemed 
Trish was going to help the chair- 
man to his feet. Instead, she lev- 
eled him with a humiliating slap 
to the face, The slap was the first 
salvo in a battle that saw every- 
one from Mick Foley to Stephanie 
McMahon get involved. 





THE DEADMAN COMETH 

WrestleMania ХВ — March 17, 2002 

SkyDome, Toronto, Ontario 

This was a match that defined aggression. Eager to preserve his winning 

streak, Undertaker refused to give Ric Flair any quarter. Right from the 

start, the Deadman rendered the “Nature Boy” bloody with several unfor- 

giving shots and a superplex off the top turnbuckle. Flair fought back, 

nailing ‘Taker with a lead pipe and locking in the Figure-Four, but it wasn't 

enough. After a steel chair shot to the head, ‘Taker was unable to deliver 

the Last Ride, but he mustered the strength for a Tombstone that decimated 
Flair and brought the Deadman's WrestleMania record to 10-0, 
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POWER OF THE WOLVERINE 
WrestleMania ХХ — March 14, 2004 
Madison Square Garden, New York, NY 
Everyone knows Chris Benoit is an 
aggressive competitor. His inten- 
sity in the ring and passion for 
wrestling is nearly unmatched, 
Triple H learned first-hand just 
how dedicated Benoit was when 
he found himself trapped in the 
Crippler Crossface. As Benoit 
applied the hold, his teeth 
clenched in furious determina- 
tion, “The Game” had no choice 
but to tap out. It was Chris 
Benoit's first shot at the World 
Heavyweight Championship, a 
fact Triple H must have thought 
gave him an advantage. However, 
he underestimated the passion 
that drives the Wolverine. 


==. 
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EDGE'S "BANK" SHOT 

WrestleMania 21 — April 3, 2005 

STAPLES Center, Los Angeles, CA 

Chris Benoit thought he had it won. A few more steps up the ladder and 
the "Money in the Bank" briefcase that would guarantee him a shot at the 


. World Heavyweight Championship would be his. Unfortunately, Edge had 


other plans. At the last moment, with the briefcase in his grasp, Benoit 
was nailed with a steel chair wielded by Edge. The Wolverine toppled from 
the ladder and Edge took the opportunity to grab the briefcase for himself. 
All Benoit could do was stare in disbelief, but it goes to show to that in 
WrestleMania, there's fierce competition and where there's competition, 
there's bound to be aggression. Big Time. M 
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2006 COMES IN 


_ WITH A BANG 


X 


W 
NEW YEARS 


p | 
EVOLUTION 


JANUARY 8, 2006 
PEPSI ARENA * ALBANY, NEW YORK 


By Brian Solomon 


ans are destined to remember-New/Year's Revolution as the night that 

everything changed in the span: of a; few moments. Things had never 

seemed rosier for John Cena, yet, at the end of the night, he found himself 

a former WWE Champion. New Year's Reyolution would not turn out to be 

Cena's night: This night belonged to a man who has been “banking” on a 
night like this for what seemed like an eternity: Edge. 

In a night where six of WWE's best and brightest did battle for the richest 
prize of them all, where the legendary Jerry “The King” Lawler returned to the 
ring, and where Trish Stratus made women's wrestling history, it would take 
quite a bit to determine one snapshot as the single defining moment of New 
Year's Revolution. But the sight of Edge at the top of the ramp with Lita at his 
side and the WWE Championship belt raised high overhead will endure long into 
the future. 

Not even scheduled as part of the Elimination Chamber Match for the WWE 
Championship, Edge wasn't even a consideration by fans to become WWE 
Champion at the end of New Year's Revolution, But those fans forgot about one 
simple thing that Edge has never forgotten about: the “Money in the Bank” 
clause that ensured himself a World title match at a time of his choosing. 





With Lita by his side, Edge soaks in 
the moment. 
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Left: Triple H targets Big Show's 
wounded right hand. Above: Edge 
takes the fight to Intercontinental 
Champion Ric Flair. 


Ever since he won the Ladder Match 
at WrestleMania 21, Edge has walked 
around with a briefcase that contained 
his contract for a title shot, He chose 
New Year's Revolution to cash it in. 

In all fairness to John Cena, Edge's 
timing was unsportsmanlike at best. The 
“Doctor of Thuganomics” had just sur- 
vived a grueling Elimination Chamber 
contest that included Shawn Michaels, 
Kurt Angle, Carlito, Chris Masters and 
Kane. It was the first Elimination Chamber 
since last year's New Year's Revolution, 
the fourth in all, and thanks to the 
efforts of these six exemplary Superstars, 
the most competitive one yet. In the end, 
a bloody and brutalized Cena was the last 
man standing, secure in the fact that he 
was still WWE Champion. 

But WWE Chairman Vince McMahon 
emerged to spoil the party. McMahon 
announced that Edge was cashing in his 
“Money inthe Bank" title shot at that very 





moment, which made Cena little more 
than a sitting duck. In just under two 
minutes, after two devastating Spears 
by Edge, Cena found himself on his back 
for the three-count. 

After nearly eight years in WWE, five 
Intercontinental titles and a record 
11 Tag Team Championships, 

Edge was at long last the 
WWE Champion. Ironically 
for Cena, his title reign was 
ended just two days short 
of the time his predeces- 
sor, John “Bradshaw” Layfield, 
spent as WWE Champion. 

Believe it or not, there were other 
things going on during this historic 
night. For one, two of WWE's most 
decorated Superstars of all time, Triple 
H and Big Show, did battle in a case of 
pure, unadulterated bad blood. Perhaps 
it dated back to their previous rivalry 
six years ago, when Triple H beat Big 
Show for the WWE Championship. Or it 
may have just been the blistering words 
“The Game” had for the world's largest 
athlete when he found out he'd face 
him in Albany. 

With a combined 13 World champi- 
ons between them, the two future WWE 
Hall of Famers battled with reckless 
abandon. No Triple H match would be 
complete without his special insurance 
policy, i.e., his signature sledgehammer 
hidden under the ring. 

After he spent much of the match 
working on Big Show’s injured hand 
(after deftly removing the protective 
cast), Triple H went for broke with his 
weapon of choice. To his credit, Big 
Show did his best to foil the strategy, 
even breaking the hammer's handle in 
two with his bad hand. But when the ref 
took a fall late in the match, all Triple 
H needed was the top of the hammer to 
lay out Big Show, hit the Pedigree and 
cover him for the pin. 

The one and only “Nature Boy” Ric 
Flair was the first competitor ofthe night 
to feel the wrath of the man whose night 
it was destined to be. Flair defended 


At top, Jerry “The King” Lawler 
puts down Gregory Helms with a 
hip toss, while at right, Trish uses 
mat fundamentals to take Mickie 
James to school. 
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his Intercontinental title against Edge, 
and although he walked away with his 
title thanks to a disqualification, it was 
Edge who made his point loud and clear 
by beating Flair with his “Money in the 
Bank" briefcase. 

Edge pummeled a bloody Flair 
after the bell and left him lying in the 
ring. Nevertheless, Flair remained 
Intercontinental Champion and contin- 
ued what at this point was the longest 
title reign he’d enjoyed in 12 years. 

Not since WWE Hall of Famer The 
Fabulous Moolah has anyone pulled off 
what Trish Stratus accomplished when 
she defeated Mickie James to retain the 
Women’s Championship. Trish began 
her reign a year ago at 2005's New Year's 
Revolution with a victory over Lita. With 
her victory in the 2006 event, Stratus 
became the only competitor other than 
Moolah to hold the title for a full year. 

Trish made it clear to her “super-fan” 
Mickie that she would do everything in 
her power to keep her gold, and with 
that kind of determination, it's not out 
of the realm of possibility that Trish 
could hold it for years to come. 


One Superstar who had a long way 
to go before compiling any kind of win- 
ning streak was Shelton Benjamin, but 
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Opposite: Shelton's mama makes her presence felt. Above: Kurt Angle hits a textbook suplex on Shawn 
Michaels while Carlito and John Cena shake off the cobwebs. 
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things began to look up for him, thanks 
in part to a little intervention from his 
mama. 

After watching her son suffer 
through a lengthy losing streak, 
Mrs. Benjamin took it upon herself 
to take an active role in Shelton's 
career. She helped get him a match 
with the massive Viscera, and stood 
at ringside to make sure her boy 
got the win. And with just the right 
amount of interference and distrac- 
tion, added to Shelton’s formidable 
mat wrestling skill, and it was a night 
of victory for the Benjamin family. 

Also victorious was the returning 
ring legend Jerry “The King” Lawler, 
who laced up the boots to teach a lesson 
to Gregory “Don't Call Me Hurricane” 
Helms. 

Never one to shy away from speaking 
his mind, Lawler had been pretty rough 
with Helms on commentary, knocking 
his stint masquerading as a green-clad 
superhero, Helms called out “The King,” 
and wound up being very sorry he did 


50. 

After years of taking the fight to 
archrivals like Jos LeDuc, Bill Dundee, 
The Moondogs, Eddie Gilbert, Kamala, 
Randy Savage and hundreds of others, 
Lawler had only to dip back into his old 
bag of tricks to bring the magic back. 


> MATCH RESULTS i 


1. Ric Flair defeated Edge 
by disqualification for 
use of a foreign object to 
retain the Intercontinental 
Championship. 

2. Trish Stratus pinned Mickie 
James after a Chick Kick 
to retain the Women's 
Championship. 

3. Jerry "The King" Lawler pinned 
Gregory Helms following 
a fistdrop from the second 
turnbuckle. 

4. Triple H pinned Big Show as a 

. result of a Pedigree. 

5.Shelton Benjamin pinned 
Viscera after a spin kick. 

6.Ashley won the Bra & 
Panties Gauntlet Match, last 
eliminating Victoria. Maria 
eliminated Candice Michelle 
to start the match, and then 


Helms can at least take consolation in 
the fact that he now has something in 
common with other ring greats. 

And for fans who thought they had 
seen it all, there was the Bra & Panties 
Gauntlet Match, in which the Raw 





Bloodied and beaten, a stunned John Cena reels after losing his WWE 


Championship to Edge. 


eliminated Torrie Wilson. 
Victoria eliminated Maria. 

7. In the Elimination Chamber, 
John Cena retained the WWE 
Championship, last eliminating 
Carlito with a roll-up pin. Cena 
and Shawn Michaels began the 
match, Carlito entered third, 
Kurt Angle enteredfourth, Chris 
Masters entered fifth; Michaels 
pinned Angle after Sweet Chin 
Music; Kane entered sixth; 
Masters and Carlito pinned 
Kane after Masters press- 
slammed Carlito on top of 
Kane; Carlito pinned Michaels 
following a neckbreaker; Carlito 
pinned Masters as a result of a 
low blow. 

8. Edge pinned John Cena after 
two Spears to win the WWE 
Championship. 


Divas would take each other on one- 
on-one in consecutive Bra & Panties 
matches held on a single-elimination 
basis. The match started with Maria 
and Candice Michelle, and after elimi- 
nating both Michelle and the third 
entrant, Torrie Wilson, it looked like 
it might be Maria's match. But that's 
when Victoria entered the fray and 
spoiled her party. 

In the end, it was 2005 Raw Diva 
Search winner Ashley who entered last 
and came away with the victory. Then 
again, it was the fans who were the real 
winners, as they got to see all these 
lovely ladies stripped down to their lin- 
gerie—including the victorious Ashley, 
who celebrated her win by promptly 
disrobing. 

A new WWE Champion, a record-set- 
ting Women's Champion, a return to 
form for the "Cerebral Assassin," a suc- 
cessful Ric Flair title defense and Jerry 
Lawler winning with a flying fistdrop. 
What more could you possibly expect 
from the first WWE pay-per-view of what 
is sure to be a thrilling and turbulent 
2006? On the road to WrestleMania 22, 
New Year's Revolution certainly helped 
make things more interesting than 
ever. M 
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КУР. Returns to Raw, and It’s 
Time to Tell the Whole Dam ¡Story 








t ECW One Night Stand, the atmosphere was 
charged with incredible energy as fans gathered 
à in droves to see the dream they thought was 

dead live again. 
The night was an explosive display of raw fury and 
sheer skill, one that left longtime fans and newcomers 
alike stunned and amazed. The event featured a veritable 
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who's who of ECW, with stars like Tommy Dreamer, 
Sandman, the Dudleys, Rey Mysterio, and the homicidal, 
suicidal genocidal Sabu. On top of the insane matches 
that also featured the likes of Chris Benoit, Eddie 
Guerrero and Chris Jericho, the evening also boasted 
appearances by Steve Austin, Tazz and Mick Foley. But 2 
one moment outshined them all and blew everyone in the 
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room completely away. 

During the event, a group of WWE Superstars stormed 
New York's historic Hammerstein Ballroom to spoil 
ECW's return. As JBL picked up the microphone and 
began to taunt fans and hurl insults at all things ECW, 
some familiar music brought fans to their feet. 

The cheers grew louder, the fists pumped in the 
air wildly, a few of them forming the familiar double- 
thumb gesture. Almost as one, everyone in the arena 
turned their gaze toward the entrance ramp where, 
from out of the smoke, appeared the man they had been 
waiting for. “The Whole Dam Show” Rob Van Dam. 

Striding purposefully to the ring, Van Dam took 
the mic and unleashed a speech that was drenched 
in intensity, passion, and the blood and sweat he had 
spilled for five years in ECW. 

He not only expressed the love he had for the 


now-defunct promotion, but also voiced his opinion 
that in the years since the company's demise, his 
persona had been marginalized in WWE almost to the point 
of ridiculousness. 

"Im gonna take you back to a time before RVD's 
vocabulary was limited to ‘Whatever’ and “Cool,” he told the 
crowd, his voice raw from screaming over the din. “Remember 
when RVD had a vocabulary? When I had a voice?” 

RVD's speech recalled another night, eight years prior, 
when, despite a stellar year, he found himself not on 
the card for ECW's first pay-per-view, 1997's Barely Legal. 
Eventually, he was asked to fill in for Chris Candido against 
Lance Storm. 

After he defeated Storm, RVD picked up the mic and 
vented his anger. He told ECW mastermind Paul Heyman 
that RVD was no second-rate performer, and that if ECW 
didn't appreciate him and what he stood for, then he'd 
simply go elsewhere. 

It was an incendiary moment and one that proved to 
be the flashpoint for RVD's extraordinary career. It helped 
create the persona that came to be known as “Mr. Monday 
Night.” 

Standing in the ring at the Hammerstein, it seemed that 
history was about to repeat itself. As had happened nearly 








a decade before, Rob Van Dam had been reinvented for a 
whole new generation of fans. And the best part about it 
was, he did it by simply being himself. 

Looking back on that night over six months later, RVD 
says that everything he voiced in that ring came straight 
from his heart. 

“Of course, it was heartfelt,” he says. “My time in ECW, 
from a perspective of artistic freedom, was really my 
favorite time in my career. I had the majority of my favorite 
matches there, and I miss it just like Paul Heyman misses it 
and just like the fans miss it.” 

Unfortunately for Van Dam, the ECW pay-per-view, which 
he had championed, took place as he was recovering from 
a knee injury that left him unable to wrestle. Frustrated, 
Van Dam opted to address the fans who had supported ECW 
from the start. 

“T couldn't wrestle because of my knee,” he says, “and I 
was so heartbroken. It was the chance of a lifetime. When 
1 had seven minutes to express my feelings, nobody asked 
to hear what I was going to say. It was unrehearsed and 
unapproved.” 

Afterward, he found what he had to say had made an 
impact not only on the fans, but also on people working 
backstage. o 
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“I spoke from the heart, and it turned 
out it was a really good thing,” he says. 
“Everyone in WWE, going all the way up 
to the top, has told me that I had the 
wrestling skills, but they wanted to see 
this microphone personality unlocked. 
Now that they've seenit, they want to see 
more of it. So people might get their feel- 
ings hurt, but I've got some more to say.” 

This new side of RVD, he says, isn’t all 
that new. In fact, it’s a major component 
of his personality that he feels has been 
stifled for far too long. 

“When I first came into WWE, I had to 
make some adjustments,” he says. “Being 
able to express myself in the ring in the 
manner I was used to was very much 
compromised.” 

Making those concessions was difficult 
for RVD, who was still coming to terms 
with the demise of ECW. 

“Му heart was broken after ECW ended,” 
he says. “And in WWE, I made the mistake 
of conforming. I let my professionalism 
take over to a degree. I'd go along with a 





lot of stuff that I didn't always agree with.” 

Now, it seems that the days of compromise are over, and 
fans will finally get to see RVD unchained, 

“Now, I have the leverage of having proven myself for 
the last four years in WWE, and hopefully a new demand 
after being gone for a little while,” he says, “so I'm going to 





see a difference when it comes out now.” 

One of the biggest hurdles he’s had to overcome, he says, 
is some people's desire to see him reform and adapt his in- 
ring style, something he’s not entirely comfortable with, 

“I'm unique and different in a lot of ways, and that's 
why I think my approach to wrestling comes off as one of 


“I plan on bringing back the heartfelt passion that has seriously been 
lacking since I’ve been in WWE. I don't believe it has shown in my 
work, but I believe you'll see a difference when it comes out now.” 


express myself more the way I want to, not just on the mic, 
but maybe all-around.” 

That night in June at the Hammerstein Ballroom, RVD says, 
set the stage for everything that is happening now. Since he 
first came to WWE, Van Dam has felt that the person fans 
saw in ECW, the man who held onto the ECW TV title for nearly 
two years, was gone. Now, he says, it’s time to return. 

“I plan on bringing back the heartfelt passion that has 
seriously been lacking since I've been in WWE," he says. “I 
don't believe it has shown in my work, but I believe you'll 


a kind,” he says. “I never patterned myself after someone 
else, and I'm always trying to do moves that I think I would 
appreciate seeing if I bought a ticket to wrestling.” 

Van Dam understands that working in WWE means that 
fans have certain built-in expectations, but he also believes 
there is still room for individualism. 

“T have to be compatible with others, because otherwise 
I wouldn't be able to bring what I have to the table,” he 
says. “It wouldn't fit on the table, it would fall off the table, 
and what I have definitely sticks. If someone can drop a leg 
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drop on their opponent, I always figure that I can jump up, 
turn 360 degrees and then hit that leg drop. It's something 
that Г can do within the boundaries of the other moves. 1 
never wanted to try to conform. I pride myself on being 
somebody that raises the bar, who's not afraid to swim 
against the river of traditionalism. 1 hope people remember 
me for that.” 

Coming back with a new, take-no-prisoners attitude, 
RVD knows that he's bound to lock horns along the way. 


tempted to hold my position a bit more, That's what I want, 
and it's what the fans have wanted. So let's give it to 'em.” 

Of course, Van Dam knows that, аз in any business, there 
is a certain amount of politicking going on that could keep 
him from going the distance. 

“Have no second-guesses about this, I do feel that 
there's going to be some bumps on top of my head. There's 
still going to be a glass ceiling that I definitely plan on 
smashing,” he says. 


Nevertheless, he remains philosophical about such 
matters, noting that the prestige of being in WWE is enough 
of a motivator. 

“I'm a member of the elite few, the best of the best,” 
he says. "They've trimmed the fat, bought up the other 
companies and they've gone through it over and over again, 
getting rid of certain guys. And what that does is, it ends 
up being that only the very best stay in and keep their jobs. 
There's not room for guys that suck anymore. 


“1 expect to be dealing with some resistance,” he says. 
“But this time, instead of shrugging it off, I might be 


























“I can’t predict the future, 
but I know that ГИ never 
blend in. I’ve never patterned 
myself after anybody— 

not another wrestler, 

not another human being.” 




















“It's very prestigious to be sitting at that table,” he 
continues, “and basically, in whatever place I’m sitting at 
that table, I'm still going to steal the show." 

Stealing the show is something RVD knows a lot about, 
dating all the way back to his days as an 18-year-old rookie 
training with Ed Farhat, the Original Sheik. With his fear- 
less, high-risk maneuvers in the ring, Van Dam has won 
himself legions of fans by refusing to conform. His moon- 
| saults, frog-splashes and the fabled Van Terminator have 
made him the stuff of legend. RVD promises that when he 
returns, fans can expect more of the same. 

“1 can't predict the future, but I know that I'll never 
blend in, he says. "I've never patterned myself after any- 
body—not another wrestler, not another human being. It's 
something the Sheik taught me in 1989, not to be afraid to 
be original, to be myself, to be a leader. 

"Think about what the Sheik did, and you might under- 
stand me a little better. The Sheik was the first man to 
bring a snake in the ring, the first to throw fire. Others may 
have copied him, but he was the first. And I'm the first to 
jump clear across the ring with the Van Terminator. 

“It doesn't matter how many years I've been doing this, 
it's still a thrill to pull a move that no one's ever done 
before, to step into the ring without fear, ready for the fight 
of my life.” 

With that in mind, RVD believes that his comeback to 
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Raw is going to be nothing less than 
spectacular. “I'm the guy that can take 
the hardest shots and deliver the most 
exciting moves,” he says. “I feel like 
if Im getting paid to go out there and 
show off, I've got more to show off, so 
open up the boundaries a little bit. Let's 
show what RVD's got.” 

Throughout RVD's career, through 
the injuries and the ups and downs, the 
one thing he's been able to count on are. 
his fans. 

"The fans have always been outspo- 
ken about not wanting ECW to die, and 
they've also been very outspoken that 
they're happy RVD's on the card, and 
that's something I count on," he says. 
“No matter where I go, I can count on 
my fans showing up. When I go through 
the curtain, I can count on the fans 
cheering. Sometimes it surprises me. 
how loud they cheer, sometimes I liter- 
ally have to stop and say ‘Whoa,’ That's 


a great feeling and it's something that. d 


can't be taken away from me. 

“I think I've always come across as 
genuine,” he continues, “and fans have 
always told me that they really appreci- 
ate what I do, and I hope to keep that. 1 
think that by being able to speak about 
how I truly feel, I'll be able to speak for 
my fans as well. They're really excited 
about standing behind me and hearing 
me speak, because they feel like I’ve 
been held back and Гуе had my mouth 
sewn shut, and they want me to speak 







































for them, too, I understand them and 
their feelings and, in many ways, I 
share the same opinions.” 

So now, with a healed knee, a new 
outlook and a voice that is finally about 
to be heard, RVD is ready to take WWE by 
storm in 2006. Although he can't predict 
what lies ahead for him, Van Dam prom- 
ises fans that it will be worth the wait. 

"I can't say that the RVD you see in 
the ring now will be the ECW RVD, but it 
won't be the old WWE RVD, either,” he 
says. “It will be a new image and a new 
side of me. It will be a hybrid of what 
came before. I've been wrestling for 15 
years, and this is a different stage of my 
career. With demand from the fans and 
more respect than I had when I left, this 
is going to be an RVD in 2006 that no 
one's seen before.” № 

Additional reporting by Keith Elliot 
Greenberg, 





The photos for this article were 
taken at Calasanz Dojo in Norwalk, 
Connecticut. Owned and operated 
by Calasanz, a longtime martial arts 
master and instructor, the dojo 
stresses a well-balanced style of 
training. Through the Calasanz 
System, students learn physical and 
martial arts that can range from the 
simple to the more complex. For more 
information, contact the dojo at (203) 
847-6528 or visit them online at: 


www.calasanz.com 

















“With demand from the fans 
and more respect than I had 
when I left, this is going to 

be an RVD in 2006 that 

no one’s seen before.” 
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and a three-dimensional spinning WWE logo center plate. 
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Fits up to a 46" waist. Simulated leather, Comes with 

a cloth carrying bag. 
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| SCENE “STEELERS” 

| On December 28, 2005, the Rawlive event in Pittsburgh, 
PA had a few special guests, Pittsburgh Steelers star 
| quarterback Ben Roethlisberger & offensive tackle 
| Max Starks. The massive football stars took the time 
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to hang backstage with Raw Superstars like Trish 
Stratus and Triple H. Roethlisberger even mixed it 
up with Patriots fan John Cena. After snapping a few 
pics, the guys headed ringside to watch the show. 
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ANDRE THE GIANT & HAKU vs. BIG SHOW & KANE 


In December 1989, Bobby "The Brain” Heenan 
took two of the most vicious WWE Superstars ever, 
Andre The Giant and Haku, and combined their abili- 
ties to form The Colossal Connection. Though their 
tenure as a team only lasted a brief five months, they 
dominated the tag team division and left an indelible 
impression on WWE fans to this day. 


ANDRE 8 
HAKU 
STRENGTHS 

* Sheer Brutality: Both Andre and 
Haku specialized in inflicting acute 
physical and psychological pain 
on their opponents, 

* Pop Goes the Weasel: Bobby 
“The Brain” Heenan always had a 
cunning plan up his sleeve. 

* Intimidation Factor: Some oppo- 
nents fell apart at the mere sight 
of the Giant. 









WEAKNESSES 


the victory, 


others. 


KEY WINS 
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* Ruthlessness: Their desire to hurt 
their Opponents at any cost some- 
times blinded them from scoring 


* Team Cohesiveness: Both men 
were strong and prideful individ- 
uals with egos that didn't always 
allow for the achievements of 








* December 13, 1989; Defeated 








On November 1, 2005 Kane and Big Show won 
their first World Tag Team Championship, defeating 
Lance Cade and Trevor Murdoch in impressive fash- 
fon, Their current reign has been nothing short of 
incredible. They have blazed past the best the WWE 
has to offer on both Raw and SmackDown. A match 
between these two teams would truly be colossal. 















Demolition to win the WWE Tag 

Team Titles. 

* January 13, 1990: Defeated 
Demolition to retain the WWE 
Tag Team Championship at the 
Boston Garden. 

* March 19, 1990: Defeated The 
Rockers to retain the WWE Tag 
Team Championship at the Miami 
Arena in Miami, Florida, 














KEY LOSSES 
* April 1, 1990: Lost the WWE 























































WEAKNESSES 
* Inexperience: Though they're 
a dominant tag team in WWE, 
Kane and Show have not worked 
together long. A more experi- 
enced team may exploit this. 


KEY WINS 

* October 31, 2005: Defeated The 
Heart Throbs in a Texas Tornado 
match оп Raw, 

* November 1, 2005: Defeated 
Lance Cade and Trevor Murdoch 
to win the World Tag Team 
Championship. 

* December 18, 2005: Defeated 
SmackDown tag team champs 
Rey Mysterio and Batista at 
Armageddon, 


KEY LOSSES 

Since their unification in October 
2005, Kane and Big Show have 
been unstoppable, Some of the 
biggest behemoths in the WWE, 
including Bobby Lashley, Gene 
Snitsky and Batista have fallen 
victim to their double Chokeslam. 


TRADEMARK MANEUVERS 

* Double Chokeslam from Hell 
* Kane's Tombstone Piledriver 
* Big Show's Press Slam 





BIG SHOW & 
KANE 


STRENGTHS 
* The Power of Two: Two of the 
most powerful individuals to ever 
step foot in a WWE ring 
* Balancing Act: Kane's deceptive 
agility combined with the raw 
force of Big Show has shown to 
be an unbeatable formula for 
success so far. 


FINAL ANALYSIS 


Though both teams possess a great amount of strength and tenacity, 
the true advantage in this match may go to The Colossal Connection, 
simply on the basis of “The Brain” in their corner. His interference and 
underhanded strategies repeatedly proved to be the X-factor. On the 
other hand, his plans have backfired on several occasions. In addition, 
the always-uneasy friendship between Andre and Haku may allow a 
very hungry and focused team such as Kane and Big Show to take the 
advantage and score the win over two WWE legends. № 


Tag Team Title to Demolition at 
WrestleMania VI after Haku acci- 
dentally superkicked Andre, 

* April 10, 1990: Lost by countout 
to Demolition in Honolulu, Hawaii. 


STRATEGY 

• Isolate The Smaller Man: Cutting 
the ring in half and concentrating, 
their offense on the smaller Haku 

* Brawn Over Brain: They must 
be cognizant of "The Brain" at all 
times. 

* Quick Tags: The Giant likes to 
wear down and toy with his 
opponents. Kane & Big Show 
must stay fresh. 





TRADEMARK MANEUVERS 

* Patented Chops from both 
Andre and Haku 

* Andre's Elbow Drop 

* Haku's Crescent Kick 


STRATEGY 

* Cheat to Win: Members of the 
Heenan Family have no regard for 
the rulebook and will do whatever 
necessary to come up with a win. 

* Strike Quickly and Powerfully: 
At this point in his career, Andre's 
stamina was declining. Having 
him spend long sequences in the 
ring may allow for an opening in 
his defense. 
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“The Coach could not be The 


Coach without you at home. 

But also remember that none of 
you at home could ever know what 
it is like to be The Coach.” 





Doesn’t it seem like time just 
flies by? Maybe it’s just me, but 
it almost feels like we were just 
getting ready for the 2005 Royal 
Rumble yesterday. 

| can still see all of the Raw and 
SmackDown Superstars, including 
myself, wearing those ridiculous 
wigs and short pants and dancing 
around a Universal Studios sound 
stage in Orlando shooting the 
award-winning commercial for the 
Rumble. 
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MOMENTS OF IMPACT 


— Jonathan Coachman 


It might be a cliché but now that 
| am in my early 30s, time has cer- 
tainly sped up and, there are prob- 
ably many reasons why—the first 
being that even though we don't 
want to admit it, our parents were 
right. After you get through your 
20s, you start to figure things out, 
and instead of wondering about 
everything, you start to enjoy 
everything. 

| know that many of “The Coach” 
fans out there are below the age of 
20, so you really don't know 
what | am talking about yet. 
But trust “The Coach” when 
| tell you to enjoy every min- 
ute of every day because 
that is why we're here. 

In the last few months, 
| found myself being more 
reflective than ever. Being 
in the business of making 
memories and moments, 
| have finally started to 
enjoy the moments that 
I've helped create. 

You know me—I don't 
like to toot my own horn, 
but | have been fortunate 
to be a part of a lot of 
great moments on Raw over 
the past few years. When 
| started here in WWE, | 
selfishly did it all for myself 
rather than anyone else. If it 
felt good, then | would do 
it to feed my ego. Now that 
my ego is in check, myself 
and the rest of the Raw 
Superstars do it all for you. 

Do you think that we 
wanted to look goofy last 












year in the Rumble commercial 
and have all of you out there laugh 
at us? Of course not, but we did it 


for you. 
This is the time of year that 
we like to call the “Road to 


WrestleMania,” and it began with 
a bang at the most recent Royal 
Rumble in Miami. Being one year 
wiser, the new voice of the people, 
and the official voice of Raw, you 
would have to say that this is the 
year of “The Coach.” 

| relish living in the moment and 
at the same time making magical 
moments for you. And that is what 
| plan on doing this entire year. 

And | hope that you all will relish 
living in the moment as well. The 
road started in Miami and ends in 
Chicago. There will be big bumps 
along the way, but they will be 
bumps that will be fun to drive over. 

This will be my seventh 
WrestleMania, and it's hard to 
believe it was six years ago in 
Anaheim that my journey started 
here in WWE. And all of you have 
been there every step of the way, 
and for that, | say thank you. “The 
Coach” could not be “The Coach” 
without you at home. But also 
remember that none of you at 
home could ever know what it is 
like to be “The Coach." 

Halle. Call me. № 








IDLE IDOLIZED 


Shawn Michaels autographed throat-injury steel chair. 


WWEAUCTION.COM 








The Rock continues his conquest 
of Hollywood in this sci-fi action 
flick that brings the much-heralded 
video game startlingly to life. 

Gamers who squandered their 
20s playing the groundbreaking first- 
person shooter will thrill to Doom's 
innovative action sequences, which 
recreate the game with incredible, 
visceral style. 

The DVD offers the film in an 
unrated, extended edition and 
boasts a slew of extras. Doom 
geeks will no doubt go into plea- 
sure overload at the inclusion of 
the complete five-minute, first-per- 
son sequence, which was shortened 
for the film. Also included is a com- 
plete breakdown of the sequence 
by visual effects supervisor John 
Farhat. 

The disc also features an exten- 
sive look behind the scenes of 
Doom. Featurettes take viewers into 
the intense training The Rock and 
the cast underwent for the film, as With eye-popping special effects, extras that take 
well as show what went into the creation of the you inside the movie and hard-hitting action as only 
various aliens and creatures that populate the world The Rock can deliver, Doom is worth adding to your 
of Doom. And, in keeping with the movie's gam- DVD library. If you've only played the game, you're 
ing roots, the Doom DVD also boasts an exclusive missing out on a whole lot more. 

Xbox demo of Doom 3. — Jeremy Brown 
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